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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



Measures recommended for adoption by the United States and Mexico 
for the prevention, of yellow fever. 

Mexico City, Mexico, January IS, 1904.. 
Dr. E. Liceaga, 

President Superior Board of Health, 

Mexico City, Mexico. 
Sik: Referring to our several conferences regarding the yellow fever 
situation in the United States and Mexico, I beg leave to transmit 
herewith, for your consideration, a copy of an order issued by myself 
December 29, 1903, convening the sanitary board of the Bureau of the 
Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service, in which is set forth the 
reasons prompting me to bring this matter to your kind attention. 
Inclosed also is a copy of the report in which measures are recom- 
mended for adoption in both Republics which I am convinced would be 
effective, if properly executed, in preventing a recurrence of this 
disease. 

I have to request that you will give these papers your serious con- 
sideration, and inform me what action may be expected of your board 
with regard to these matters. 

I have the honor to remain, respectfully, yours, 

Walter Wyman, 
Surgeon- General, Public Health and 
Marine- Hospital Service of the United States. 

[Enclosures.] 

Treasury Department, 
Bureau of Public Health and 

Marine-Hospital Service, 

Washington, December %9, 1903. 
Surg. A. H. Glennan, 

Chairman Sanitary Board, 

Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service. 
Sir: You are directed to call a meeting of the sanitary board and 
to invite Passed Asst. Surg. R. H. von Ezdorf to meet with you, on 
account of his familiarity with the yellow-fever situation in Mexico. 
You are informed that on December 14 Dr. John R. Tabor, State 
health officer of Texas, and Dr. Edmund Souchon, president of the 
Louisiana State board of health, came to Washington for the special 
purpose of a consultation with the Surgeon-General of the Public 
Health and Marine-Hospital Service concerning this matter. Formal 
request was made for consultation with the health authorities of Mex- 
ico to induce said Republic to undertake sanitary work in the cities of 
Mexico recently infected with yellow fever, in order that they should 
not become a menace to the United States during the coming season. 
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Inclosed are letters from Representatives James L. Slayden and 
John N. Garner, of Texas, written with the same end in view. They 
have supplemented their letters by personal interviews. 

You are directed to report upon the necessity of some such action 
on the part of the Mexican Government and to indicate clearh T what 
measures it should be asked to enforce and what reciprocal measures 
should be enforced on the United States side of the border. 

The report of Passed Assistant Surgeon von Ezdorf upon the 
infected Mexican cities is transmitted for your information. The 
measures which the Mexican Government may be asked to enforce 
should be practical and no greater than might reasonably be expected. 
You are informed that it is my intention to visit the City of Mexico 
within a short time for the purpose of bringing this matter before the 
Mexican Government, and your report will be a guide to me in my 
representations. 

Eespectfully, Walter Wyman, 

Surgeon- General. 

Report of the Sanitary Hoard. 

Treasury Department, 
Bureau of Public Health and 

Marine-Hospital Service, 

Washington, Decemher 30, 1903. 
The Surgeon-General. 

U. S. Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service, 

Washington, D. C. 

Sir: Pursuant to your directions, dated December 29, 1903, to con- 
vene a meeting of the sanitary board of the Public Health and Marine- 
Hospital Service to formulate general plans of sanitation, to be pros- 
ecuted in both the Republic of Mexico and in the United States, with 
a view to the adoption of measures for the eradication of the infection 
of yellow fever in places infected with the disease both in Mexico and 
the United States, the following report is respectfully submitted. 

The board recommends, as a basis for the precautions to be taken, 
those measures recommended in the article entitled "Prophylaxis 
against yellow fever," by Dr. John Guiteras, published in the Public 
Health Reports of July 31, 1903 (copy inclosed), with the following 
additions and alterations. Some of these additions and recommenda- 
tions are embodied in the article by yourself entitled "A plan for 
international agreement of the American Republics for the sanitation 
of certain seacoast cities," published as a reprint of the Public Health 
Reports of October 11, 1901. Copy also inclosed. 

The board, observing its instructions, considers that the measures 
recommended are practical and no greater than may be enforced with 
the least possible delay in either country. These measures demand 
immediate adoption and prosecution in order to avert the danger of a 
recrudescence of the disease during the coming spring in the cities 
recently infected. It is not necessary to emphasize that such a recru- 
descence would cause serious embarrassment to commerce, with all of 
its monetary loss and attendant evils. 

The measures recommended are as follows: 

1. The prompt report of all cases of suspicious fever to the local health 
authorities where they occur, the immediate screening of the patient, 
and the destruction of mosquitoes on the premises, pending the making 



